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550 students signed up to participate in the December commencement ceremonies. 
Photo by Chris Swann 


Traditional graduation returns to TJC 


By Marie Salazar 
Editor-In-Chief 


Tyler Junior College will be holding its bi- 
annual commencement ceremony this fall 
at 9 a.m. Dec. 17 at the Wagstaff Gymnasium 
on the main campus. There will be a total of 
four ceremonies that will be divided based on 
schools within the college. 

9 a.m.: School of Humanities, 
Communications and Fine Arts; General 
Studies | 

11 a.m.: School of Engineering, 
Mathematics and Sciences; General 
Studies 

1 p.m.: School of Professional and 
Technical Programs 

3 p.m.: School of Nursing and Health 
Sciences 

Each student participating in the 
commencement ceremony is allowed to bring 
six guests to ensure appropriate physical 
distancing. 

Sophomore Alyssa Richey shares the 
importance of having her family attend the 
ceremony. 

“It’s pretty important to have my family 
and friends to watch me walk because I am 
a first-generation student and they each 
have unconditionally supported through this 
incredible journey,’ Richey said. 

Britt Sabota, director of academic records 





and registrar, discusses the reasoning behind 
the limitation of guests. 

“Given the ongoing health situation related 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, we are committed 
to avoiding any events that are high-density 
in nature. This means we want to provide for 
safe distancing of our graduates and their 
families,’ Sabota said. “Our executive cabinet 
has remained in close contact with local health 
officials and all agree this moderate approach 
is the best one for cur community. We are 
actually excited to be able to accommodate six 
guests for December as our prior ceremonies 
have been limited to 2-4 guests.” 

During COVID, TJC held micro-ceremonies 
in place of the traditional ceremonies to 
ensure students had in-person graduation. 

The graduation ceremonies will also be live- 
streamed. 

“We will have each ceremony live streamed 
so those loved ones not able to attend-either 
because of the guest limit, work constraints, 
distance or other reason-can celebrate in 
real-time alongside their graduate. Live 
stream info will be shared at tjc.edu/ 
graduation as we get closer to the ceremony 
date,’ Sabota said. 

Students will need to arrive 30 minutes 


Graduation continued on page 6 


Speech professor named educator of the year 


By Christian Quarles 
Broadcast News Director 


_ Parents can be very influential in their 
children’s lives. Their morals, values and even 
careers can influence their own children's 
desires. Sometimes these desires can be 
something completely different from their 
parents. However, in the end, the saying “The 
apple doesn't fall far from the tree” holds a lot 
of weight, especially for TJC Speech Professor 
Amanda Ratcliff. 

Ratcliff has been teaching at TJC for six years 
and has been an educator for 17 years. A 
career this long begs the question, “Was this 
long career intentional from the start?” 

“Actually, | never wanted to be a teacher. My 


_ mother was a teacher, and I always thought 
(ha people wanted me to go Hey her cee as well. 








Amanda Ratcliff is a a speech professor 


~ at TIC. This will be her 17th year of 


_ teaching and 6th year at TJC. 


_ Ehote Sourtesy of Arnauee Ratcliff 


Speech professor 
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This is the last issue of The 
DrumBeat newspaper for the 
fall 2021 semester. We will 
resume publication on Feb. 4, 
2022 and will continue to post 
on thedrumbeat.com. 
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Final Exam Schedule 2021 


[Class time/day/Exam date 
Thursday, Dec.9 









|Exam Time 










Friday, Dec. 10 





7 am., FS & 7:00 a.m. Fonly | 


{78:50 a.m. 
10:10 a.m., FS & 10:10 a.m.F only |10:10—12:00 p.m. 
1:20 20 p.m m., FS & 1:20 p.m. F only 11:20—3:10 p.m. 
8: :35 a.m a. m., FS & 8:35 ‘a.m. F only _ '8:35—10:25 a.m. 
11:45 a.m. FS & 11:45 a.m. F only 11:45 a.m.—1:35 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 11 : 
7 am., S only a arae 


10:10 a.m., S only 















































'7—8:50 a.m. 
10:10—12;00 p.m. 













































2: 2:55 p.r p.m. FS & 2:55 p.m. 5 only 1 2:55-4:45 p.m. 
| Monday, Dec. 13 | 
7 a.m., MW [78:50 a.m. 
10:10 a.m., MW 10:10—12:00 p.m. 
1:20 p.m.., Mw | 1:20—-3:10 p.m. 
486pm,MW (> “ds0-600nm 05 
Tuesday, Dec. 14 _ 
8:35 a.m., TR _& 35- 10: 25 a.m. 
11:45 a.m. TR iW: 45 a.m.-1:35 p. m. 
2:55 p.m. TR ee 4:45 pam. fie 
Wednesday, Dec. 15 ee ee ee 
8:35am,MW |8:35-10:25 a.m. 









14:45 a.m.-1:35 p.m. 


Evening class time/day/Exam date 


Thursday, Dec. 9 














(5:30 p.m - 7:20 p.m. 
6 p.m., _M aes & MW 1:30 p.m, ~ 8:20 p.m, 
7 p.m., M only (7:30 p.m. —-9:20 p.m. we 


Tuesday,Dec.140 0 te ar ee hence ore 


5:30 p.m., T only i5:30 p.m - 7:20 p.m. 
6 p.m., T only 







































7p.m.,T only & 7 p.m. TR 


Wednesday, Dec. 15 hist ctw oi 


7:30 p.m, 93:20 p.m. 













5:30 p.m., W only | 5:30 p.m - 7:20 p.m. 
6 p.m., W only 16:30 p.m. - 8:20 p.m. 


7 p.m., W only & 7 p.m. MW | 7:30 p.m. —9:20 p.m. 


Information from TJC's fall 2021 exam 
schedule online at tjc.edu. 


Student media receives 
multiple TCCJA awards 


By Asia Johnson 
Managing Editor 



















TJC’s DrumBeat Student Media team from the spring 
2021 semester has received multiple awards from the 
Texas Community College Journalism Association, a 
competition and conference involving two-year colleges 
statewide. 

Those awarded include: Mary Mone, Michael Bald, 
Marie Salazar, Sorayda Rivera and Alanah_ 

Woodward for 2nd place in-depth reporting for their 
COVID coverage; Cassidy Winborn for 2nd and 3rd place 
for sports photography; Chris Swann for 3rd place for 
feature photography; Mary Mone and Chris Swann for 
2nd place for photo slideshow; Chris Crymes for 1st 
place and honorable mention for critical review; Ashley 
Wilkinson for 3rd place for editorial writing; and Michael 
Bald and Sorayda Rivera for 3rd place for feature writing 
and 3rd place for advertising, 

Former Editor-in-Chief Madison Heiser expressed her 
feelings toward the staff’s success. 

“L always felt incredibly proud of how The DrumBeat 
staff performed, but seeing us recognized for the time 
and effort we gave was definitely the pinnacle,” Heiser 
said. “It was really gratifying to see my peers and friends 
win those awards.” 

Spring 2021 online and copy editor Mary Mone was a 
three-time award winner for in-depth reporting, photo 
slideshow and editorial writing. Mone discussed what 
tools she believes contributed to her success. 

“The key aspect that helped strengthen my work to 
_ place was without a doubt thorough research and good 
advisement,” Mone said. “My advisers were always __ 
encouraging me to go the extra mile and research things 
that weren't necessarily convenient, which meant . was 
being pushed to listen and learn more.” ! 
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longer pink, 7-8 minutes. 





garlic. Season — 























Sausage Cornbread Dressing 7 
: E 6): Thanksgiving and Christmas would be 2-Add the celery, onion and 
i ~ canceled if dressing was not on the table. To with salt and cook until the vegetables are 
! _ make sure your family doesn’t go without this tender, about 5 minutes. 
P | year, here's a cheap and easy recipe that adds 3-Add the cornbread stuffing and toss to 
\ a twist! combine. Pour the boiling water and a half 
Ingredients: " stick of melted butter over the stuffing mix. 
8 oz of Italian sausage-$3.97 : A-Remove the pan from the heat, cove! and 
2 stalks of celery, diced-$1.48 let sit for 5 minutes, until all of the liquid is 
1 large yellow onion, diced-$0.54 absorbed. Fluff with a fork, then transfer to a 
2 cloves of minced garlic-$1.48 small casserole dish. 
F salt. 5-Turn the broiler to high. 
J 1 box of cornbread mix-$0.52 6-Broil the dressing for 1-2 minutes, until 
| 1 ¥% cups of boiling water browned and crispy on top. 


1 stick of unsalted butter-$ 


Total: $10.57 
Directions: 

_ 1-Heat half a stick 
_ over medium-high heat. 
_ cook, breaking up into small 


oN 
: 


2.98 


of butter in a large skillet 
Add the sausage and 
pieces, until no 
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Cheap recipes to help 
save money for 
the holidays 







By Asia Johnson 
Managing Editor 






Th 
e holidays are around the corner and that means 























offensive to come h 
ome and not i 
and Christmas dinner. yO a MO eT 
To im 
cae ie the family, here are some seasonal recipes to 
Whethe : a this year that won't hurt your pockets 
a cele. ; Cae es the holidays or just in your dorm 
asy and inex ‘ . 
table this year. pensive recipes to bring to your 
These recipes c 
an be foun i | 
ke ae hae d online at tasty.com and 



















ve oil-$2.52 
mashed-$1.4 
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Full- and part-time positions available 
with a $500 sign-on bonus 


We offer holida ee , 
fest caee Ue off benefits, a tuition assistance program and n 
sted in applying or want to learn more, please contact aes 


Promoting international reach 
E i 
vonne Trevino at etrevino@holidayinnclub.com or (682) 302-1396 


and networking for the game ind 

na network he game industry. 

We also host weekly gaming ae 
for all TJC Students! 
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Story by Marie Salazar 
Editor-In-Chief 
Photos by Connor Mason 





he need for giving continues to 
rise as the temperature begins 
to drop and the holidays near. Here - 
7 are local organizations within a 10- 
| mile radius of TJC that students can 
“ volunteer/donate to this season. 


volunteering. 





The East Texas Food Bank provided 
25 million meals in 2021. 


East Texas Foon Bank 


The East Texas Food Bank is an organization that accepts 
year-round donations to help feed those in need. 

Rebecca Berkley, director of communications and 
marketing for the East Texas Food Bank, shares the history 
behind the organization. 

“We were founded here in Tyler in 1988, and we exist to 
fight hunger and feed hope in East Texas and hope to have 
one day a hunger-free East Texas. We serve 26 counties in 
East Texas,’ Berkley said. “So we are the ones who get the 
different food products. And then we distribute those to our 
200 partner agencies and food programs. And so then the 
clients actually go to those locations and actually go through 
a pantry and can get food.” 

Berkley shares that The East Texas Food Bank provided 25 
million meals in 2021. 

The organization accepts financial donations and physical 
food donations. 

“If you're wanting to give a financial donation, you can go 
to our website, which is easttexasfoodbank.org and there is a 
donate now button on there and it will lead you through the 
steps to do that,’ Berkley said. “If you want to give any gifts 
of food, you can bring those here to our location. We don't do 
any pickups. But if people want to donate some bags of shelf- 
stable foods, such as peanut butter, canned tuna, beans, rice, 
things that are easy for us to distribute to people.’ 

The organization also accepts individuals who are 
interested in volunteering. Those interested in volunteering 
can visit easttexasfoodbank.org and click on the ‘volunteer’ 
link. The website provides a volunteer calendar and 
additional information on each available shift. Individual and 
group volunteer opportunities are available. 

“We use volunteers to help like pack our boxes and do 
different things like that. We have to keep it limited how 
many can volunteer each day because of all the COVID 
restrictions,’ Berkley said. “But we do want people to take a 


look at that. And if they have a group or a club, and they want: 


to all come together and do it some time, we would really 
welcome that.” _ 

Berkley also explains the food pantry provided by The East 
Texas Food Bank is open to college students who may be in 
| need of food as well. 
4 “There's also a feature on our website that says “find food” 
| at the very top. You can put in the zip code that you're in 

and it can show you the locations of our pantries, ” Berkley 

| said. “And that way you know, there's many college kids out - 
there and maybe they're struggling right now and don't have 








i ae ough y ‘OL Know, to eat Cae want them to be aware ot by 


ATURE, 
SEASON OF GIVING 


Te Sacvation Army 


The Salvation Army is also an organization that 
accepts donations year round. The Salvation Army 
also has a seasonal donation opportunity known as 
the Red Kettle campaign. Red kettles are set up at 
43 locations across Tyler for monetary donations. 

Cindy Bell, director of development, explains 
there are a variety of ways to donate to the 
Salvation Army. These include online donations at 
salvationarmytexas.org/tyler/, or by mail to P.O. 
Box 2050, Tyler 75710 or in person at 633 North 
Broadway Tyler, TX. Donations can also be made 
seasonally at any red kettle location. 

“] think donations made to the Salvation Army 
have a great impact on those that we're able to 
serve and help,’ Bell said. “Locally, 87 cents of 
every dollar goes directly into the programs that 
were able to offer. So giving to the Salvation Army 
really allows your donation to go further.” 

Bell explains the funds given to the Salvation 
Army provide a variety of assistance such as pantry 
items, shelter and clothing. In addition to donating, 
individuals can also help the organization by 


“There are other ways to give. Monetarily is 
wonderful, but true volunteer service is excellent, 


_ program,’ at said. 











thedrumbeat.com 








Over 40 familiar red kettles can be found 
scattered throughout Tyler. 


especially this time of year. And, you know, 
students certainly can volunteer to ring the bell at 
wonderful local kettle locations,” Bell said. “We've 
got an online registration website where you can 
choose the day and the location and the shifts that 
you would like to ring.” 

To find out more about shifts and locations 
to ring the bell, visit registeredtoring.com. Bell 
mentions she has 12,000 hours to fill. 

For more information regarding The Salvation 
Army and how to help, visit salvationarmytexas. 


org/tyler/. 





The Children's Advocacy Center of Smith County has sponsored over 40 
families in need for the coming holiday season. 


Tue Criroren s Anvocacy CentER 
OF Smite County 


The Children's Advocacy Center of Smith County is ensuring the families at the 
CAC have an eventful Christmas by doing the Holiday of Hope campaign. 

Emily Gerhart, community outreach coordinator, explained Holiday of Hope is 
much like Angel Tree for their organization. 

“Our family advocates and therapists kind of screen our families that we 
currently have at the CAC that would be good candidates for Holiday of Hope 
families and then we have them fill out a wishlist for each child in that household,” 
Gerhart said. 

Gerhart explains once they receive the wishlists from the family they then 
distribute those to the sponsors. “We then send that out to our sponsors who then - 
shop for that family, or if they donate to us, we have volunteers at the CAC who will 
do the shopping for that donor,’ Gerhart said. 

Gerhart also mentions the organization tries to have all presents that have been 
provided in the hands of the family the first few weeks of December to allow the 
family time to wrap them and get them ready for Christmas. 

“We've been doing it for quite a number of years. And currently, we have 43 
families who are signed up to be Holiday of Hope families, and we do still have 
families in need of sponsors at this time,’ Gerhart said. ‘ 

Anyone can sign up to sponsor the families as well as decide how many children 
they would like to sponsor. 

“So we were able to accommodate whatever the sponsors are comfortable with, 


_ whether it's an entire family of six or one child, that's totally something that 


we can do for those people who would like to be a cae of ie somal of io : 
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ae ee Fast 
Internet! 


-ADOTO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY 


"where available 


America’s Top 120 Pathan 


190 CHANNELS 


ae Local Channels! 





dish : A 
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© SiateP bint Media 
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GRAND ALASKAN 


CRUISE & TOUR 
12 days, departs May - Sep 2022 


™ 


flak promo code N7017 


1-855-208-9533 


*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus up to $299 in taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal surcharges may apply, Add-on airfare available. Onboard Credit requires purchase 
of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 9/30/21. Other terms & conditions may apply. Ask your Fravel Consultant for details. 
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© StatePoint Media 
Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every 
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9. 


Crossword and Sudoku solutions will be online at thedrumbez t.com. ; 


THEME: TV Theme : Songs 


ACROSS 


1d. razor 

6. Credit card-related 
acronym 

9. Goes with rave - 

13. Garlic mayo 

14. "Jack and the 
Beanstalk" exclamation 
15. Echo sounder 

16. Beauty shop 

17. European Economic 
Community 

18. Falstaffian in body 
19. *"Scooby-Dooby- 
Doo, where are you? We 
sot some work 7 


Ww 


21. *"So no one told you 
life was gonna be ___ 


23. Pocket watch chain 
24. Uncouth one 

25. Place to geta 
massage 

28. Boozer 

30. Pie nuts 

35. Sharpen 

37. Orange powder 
drink mix 


39. Tennis-affected joint” 


40. Bright thought 
DOWN 


1. Brewer's kiln 

2. "Ta-ta!” in Italy 

3. *"If you're out on the 
road feeling lonely, and 


4. Remote in manner 


5, S.S. Or) Gilligans 
Island" 
6. Not many (2 words) 


7.*" Movin onaip totes ain 


east side, we finally gota 
piece ofthe__" 

8. Right-hand page 

9. Schneider and Reiner 
10. Afresh 

11. Astronaut's insignia 
12. Three pointer 

15. Evening party 

20. Sad newspaper 
notices 

22. Goes with skip and a 
jump 

24. Without a trace of 
moisture (2 words) 

25. *"Everybody's got 

a special kind of story, 
everybody finds a way to 
26. Podium, pl. 

27. Concerning, archaic 


29. *"Sometimes 


you wanna go where 


everybody knows your 


45. Infamous German 


41. Reputation- 
damaging gossip ee 
43. Symphony member | ae 
44. Famous Beethoven a 
symphony 4 
46. Microsoft browser a 
47. "Young | | 
Frankenstein" leading 
actor 

48. Dines at home . 
50. Telephoned 
52. Up to present time ie 
53. Neat 

55. Diamond stat 

57.*"Gee, our old ___ 

ran great, those were 

the days" 


61. *"Let's ride with the 
fanny dowirthe steer, 





through the courtesy of 
Preg S ody) o4 

65. Loosen laces _ 

66. Opposite of vend 

68. Kind of artery _ 

69. One Beatle 

70. Recipe amt. 

71. Opposite of atonal 
72. *"Where the kisses 
are hersand__ and his, 
Three's company too" 
73:Sigma Alpha£psilar 
74. Rosetta Stone, e.g. 





vi] 


31. Heidi's "Magic 
Wooden Shoe" 

32. The Beatles’ " 

Road" 

33. Not a soul (2 words) 
34. *"Sunny day, 
sweepin the clouds 
away On my way to 
where the airis___ 
36. "Good ___" cooking 
show 





Aa ere erie pte enan ak Nt ihe ap 5m nem pe 


38. Lady nEe Stefani 
Joanne Angelina 
Germanotta 

42. Extend subscription 





leader 

49. Naught 

51. Barley kernels 
54. Financial woes 
56. Where there's 
trouble? 

57. Verdant 

58. Initial stake 
59. Hollywood Walk of 
Fame honor | . 
60. A snob puts them on q 
61. Use a keyboard 4 
62. Marine eagle q 
63. Bibliographical abbr. a 
64. *"Just sitright back ; a 
and you'll heara aa | a 
67. *"Oh boy it's swell to_ 
say, Good morning _ gust 













Chris Crymes 
Entertainment Editor 


Standardized testing can be 
traced back to China’s Sui and 
_ Tang dynasties in the early 600s. 
There, it was used as part of the 
imperial hiring process to ensure 
government positions were given 
based on merit, rather than familial 
or political advantage. According 
to the Berkshire Encyclopedia of 
China, this exam process lasted 
days and included, “rigorous exams 
which were based on classical 

_diterature and philosophy.’ China 
used this process from 650 to 1905. 

Now, students can still feel the 
direct connection to these weeklong 
tests during the ever-approaching 
finals week, but how much use can 
today’s students get from a system 
from-over 1300 years ago? 

In a 2013 study from the 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, a Boston public school 
system raised the Massachusetts 
Comprehensive Assessment System 
scores across its 1,400 students. 


, 





Helping students fix their car troupies 





Colton Hollis 
Multimedia Journalist 
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Yet, this same school system also 
found little to no improvement 

on rubrics like memory capacity, 
information process speed and 
the ability to breakdown and solve 
abstract problems. 

“It struck us that there’s been 
surprisingly little evaluation of 
different kinds of cognitive abilities 
and how they relate to educational 
outcomes,” said MIT professor of 
brain and cognitive science, John 
Gabrieli, in an interview with MIT 
news on the study. 

This study did find higher 
performance in those exams, which 
are Massachusetts’ equivalent to 
Texas’ STAAR exams, lead to better 
performance in the SAT and college 
entrance exams, but what about 
students already enrolled in college 
and beyond? 

If you take a look at your courses’ 
syllabi, a constant you will find is 
the course goals include the ability 
to evaluate choices through decision 
making and the analyzation/ 
interpretation of sources. If the 
goal for standardized testing is 
university placement, but said goal 
doesn’t improve abilities like critical 
thinking and problem-solving skills, 
like our courses wish to develop, 
should standardized tests be given 
after high school? 

] am not arguing for the 
abolishment of grades or having no 


“experiential learning.’ 


should include not only teaching students how to 
understand when something is wrong with their 

vehicle, but also teach them skills ranging from a 

simple tire pressure check to a more complicated 
battery jump. 

Old vehicles greater than 10 years are expected 
to break down twice as likely as newer vehicles. 
Unfortunately, more than half the cars on the 
road are 10 years or older because of the steady 
increase of used car sales and a decrease in the 
new car market over the past several years. 


form of final. What | am arguing for 
is, for courses outside of general 
education, major exams should 

be something that actually ties to 
the course and learning content, 
what many colleges are calling 


The Ohio College of Business 
official website emphasizes 
experiential learning in its 
classes, saying “hands-on learning 





Students use scantrons 

during testing to prove their 
understanding of a subject, 
despite multiple studies 
proving standardized testing's 
ineffectiveness. 


Photo illustration 
by Chris Crymes 


It was a dark and windy night toward the end 
of October. Rather than being in the comfort of 
my dorm room or hanging out with friends, | 
was stuck on the side of Highway 30. The forest 
was to the right of me, and semi-trucks were 
racing down the road left of me. The only thing 
keeping me from being completely stranded was 

—--.-.. a. great friend-and their not-so-great car. We were 
standing beside the car in the grass because 
the smell of grinding gears and burnt motor 
oil made sitting inside unbearable. The worst 
problem was we couldn’t even open the hood to 
check what was going on because it was jammed. 
Eventually, we got their car started again and 


Due to this, AAA prepares technicians for more 
and more breakdowns every year. A study from 
2018 detailed that “AAA Texas expects to come 
to the rescue of more than 330,000 drivers this 
summer primarily for dead batteries, flat tires 
and engine cooling related issues.’ 

According to JD Power, the average cost for 
a tow in America is around $109. Labor and 
distance are common factors that add to the 
price. A knowledgeable person who knows 
how to change their tire or give their battery a 
jump can avoid having to pay for a tow to the 


had to drive on back roads 
in pitch darkness. There 
was nothing but their 
headlights to illuminate 
our path. Their dad was 
able to find us after we 
gave him a location to meet 
at. It turned out their oil 
tank was almost empty, 
with the dipstick coming 

_ back “bone-dry” in the 
words of their father. . 

While it is understandable 

that not everyone is 

i going to be a mechanic 

and be able to fix every 

4 issue with their vehicles, 

I have been involved 

with or heard too ae 

epee . 
















Students new to driving may not 
know how to recognize or solve 
basic problems with their cars, 
causing them financial stress 
when their car breaks down. 


Photo illustrations _ 
_ by Chris Swann 
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gives students valuable practice 
handling real life situations and 
making timely, 'appropriate 
decisions,” and “‘hands-on 
learners’ are more likely to retain 
what they’re taught, stay engaged 
in class and will be better prepared 
for on the job decision making.” 

The Association of Experimental 
Education explained to the 
Princeton Review that non- 
standardized testing requires 
students to “take initiative, make 
decisions and be accountable for 
results,” as well as offering the 
opportunity to “experience success, 
failure, adventure, risk-taking and 
uncertainty,’ just like in the world 
outside of education. 

My idea is already in place in 
many classes nationwide. Creative 
writing courses typically don’t place 
heavy importance on your average 
test. Instead, your grade comes 
from a semester’s worth of various 
writing projects. If enrolled in TJC’s 
communication umbrella, you'll 
take a few standardized tests, but 
you'll also find yourself working out 
in the field with cameras, getting 
interviews, writing articles and 
building websites. I believe these 
connected projects and activities 
put usable knowledge more directly 
in students’ hands, and students at 
a college level should also be given 
more opportunities like this. 


until your car doesn’t run to go get it fixed. Even 

if you can’t fix the problem yourself, being able to 
recognize when your car has a serious issue can 
help you determine if it’s time to go to a mechanic 
so the problem doesn’t get worse. 

For example, a leak in your oil tank can cause 
other issues for your car, like the degradation 
of the rubber hosing used in the HVAC systems 
of the vehicle. This is not an issue you can fix 
yourself, but a leak left unchecked can result in 
your car losing oil much faster. If you understand 
there’s a problem with your oil, you can avoid 
the situation by changing your oil yourself or 
taking your car to a shop, instead of having to be 
stuck on the side of a busy highway in the middle 
of the night. 

While TJC already has a class called “Learning 
Framework” that teaches some skills like resume 
building and budgeting, it would be great to 
add to that foundation and offer other learning 
opportunities. The events calendar on the TJC 
website lists weekly seminars on the basics of 
ayune and workshops labeled “Study Strategies 

for Math and Science Classes.’ In 
addition to the workshops previously 
mentioned, there are workshops 
about “stress management” and 
improving your “soft skills.’ The 
| variety of workshops held gives 
i student the opportunity to attend 
_ one that aligns with their needs or 
interests. These events are free to 
attend, and they allow students to 
learn skills they may not have or 
need help fine-tuning. . 

While most of the workshops 

are primarily academic-based, 
implementing workshops focusing on honing 
and developing life-skills would be a great way 
for students who may not reach out for help to 
get the knowledge and experience they need. — 

Teaching young adults to recognize and © 
resolve minor issues before they become major 
can save them as much if not more money as 
the budgeting and strategies taught) i | 
existing clas es oe : h 
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~ Reflection: diving behind the advice I've learnec : 


By Marie Salazar 
Editor-In-Chief 


: As my time here at Tyler Junior College 
comes to a close, I look back at the events 
that brought me here and what advice 
impacted me specifically. 

When first coming to TJC, like many 
others, I was scared. I am a first- 
generation college student whose family's 
expectations rested upon my shoulders. 
Luckily, I have had nothing but support 
and advice given to me throughout my 
time at TJC. So before my departure, I 
thought it would be best to share some 
of the wisdom and advice I have received 
from others and from my experiences. 


1. Join an organization! 


I started TJC in fall 2020 and during COVID. 
Due to COVID, going into college I unfortunately 
did not have many friends. I was scared and 
concerned | wouldn't create the connections 

I originally wanted to, and I would be forced 

to just attend school and go home. I was then 
introduced to The DrumBeat. After many days 
of contemplation, I decided to step out of my 


comfort zone and join the organization. That was 


one of the best decisions I have ever made. For 
some, college can become a lonely experience. 
One piece of advice I want to give is to step out 
of your comfort zone and join an organization 
you might enjoy. You will meet like-minded 





2. It’s OK to not have everything 
figured out. 


When going into college, | was unsure if the 
degree I had picked was the correct one for me. 
I have always lived a life of indecisiveness, and 
I was scared I had made the wrong decision. 
After voicing this concern, I was immediately 
directed to the phrase, I've often heard, “you 
have all of the time in the world.” This is a _ 
phrase | think really resonated with me during 
my time at TJC. Instead of focusing on how 
long it would take me if I decided not to follow 
the path | was on, I began focusing on what | 
was passionate about. Going into college you 
DO NOT need to have everything figured out. 
College is the time to grow as an adult and 
follow things you are passionate about. 


3. Take time for yourself. 


With college, work, extracurriculars and 
outside life, things can become overwhelming 
as a young adult. The need to take time for 


yourself is extremely important. Whether this is 


a few hours or a full day, | recommend taking a 
breather. This was something I did not do at the 
beginning of my time at TJC. This caused me to 


be overwhelmed and stressed. Once I learned to 
take time for myself, | was more at ease with my 


surroundings. 


4. It's OK to ask for help. 


Regardless of the subject, it is always OK to 
ask for help. Someone I have just. recently met 
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This quote really stuck because life to me is about 
learning and the experience you gain from others. 
College is an opportunity to learn in a variety of 
aspects. If you are unsure, take the opportunity 
to ask for help. The purpose of intentionally 
surrounding yourself with individuals who are 
experts in the subject at hand is that you are 
allowing others to help you grow intellectually 
and mentally. 


Overall, my time at TJC has been nothing short of 
an adventure. The life lessons I have learned from 
a variety of individuals who come from all walks 
of life have really made my time worthwhile, and I 
can proudly say everyone I have encountered has 
had such a positive and large impact on my life. As 
I cross into this next stage of life and others enter 
into the place I once was, I hope the advice and 
guidance] have received by the members of TG; 


individuals Uae are ee ie same sou eee 
Fender forlife. PEAR RONG 


oo lotroduced me to.a phrase | will continue to think 
“© about going forward in life: “If you’re the smartest 


person in the room, you're in the wrong room.” 


Seater: cea decorating and victory lap planned 


From page 1 





continue to:impact those who attend. 


a considerable amount of walking and standing so 
comfortable footwear is a must. For example, very high 
heels may not be practical.” 

TJC will also be providing students attending the 
commencement ceremonies with caps and gowns free 
of charge. Students must have registered to reserve their 
cap and gown before Nov. 10. 

In addition to the main ceremony, TJC will be holding 
events for graduating students. 

On Dec. 7 students can join faculty in the Vaughn 
Library to decorate their caps. 

In addition to cap decorating, TJC will be holding the 
new tradition of the victory lap this semester. 

“We love this fun new tradition and plan to carry it on. 
More details will be forthcoming regarding day, time, and 


before the ceremony. Guests who plan to attend will be 
checked in on arrival. 

“Tickets will not be issued but we will have a list 
of graduates and will check off their guest counts as 
they arrive. Guests will simply tell us the name of the 
graduate they are there to celebrate,” Sabota said. 

TJC does not have a dress code, however dressing in 
formal attire is recommend. 

“Commencement is a formal celebration of each 
student’s academic achievement, and we encourage 
graduates to dress in a manner that reflects the 
importance of the occasion,’ Sabota said. “We do not 
have a dress code but suggest tasteful, business casual 


attire. Jeans, T-shirts, flip-flops and shorts should 


be avoided if possible. Graduation day involves 


From page 1 


Ratcliff’s mind for multiple years, her influences 
during her life lead her to the career path 

she’s pursued today. Ratcliff’s mother always 
encouraged her daughter to develop her 
communication and speech-giving skills during 
her adolescence. 

“L actually started public speaking as a young 
child because of my mother. She put me into 
a public speaking competition, because I was 
really shy,” Ratcliff said. “After a really horrible 
first speech, I decided I never want to do that 
again. But she made me keep participating in 
these competitions. So over the years, I figured 
out how to control my nerves and get somewhat 
good at it.” 

These competitions and the speech 
development Ratcliff went through made her 
decide to pursue a major in speech during her 
college education. After college, Ratcliff was 
unsure of what to do next. She later decided to 
take up a part-time teaching position at TJC. Her 
love of teaching grew exponentially from this 
moment and her career as a professor launched. 





starting location,’ Sabota said. 
For more information regarding graduation visit www. 
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Speech Professor: Ratcliff's history and acceptance of the award 


Ratcliff continued her education obtaining a 
masters and a doctoral degree in communication 
and would teach and give lectures at several 
higher learning institutions such as University of 
Tyler at Texas, University of Central Oklahoma, 
and East Texas Baptist University. All of this 
experience and education has paid off. Recently, 
the Texas Speech Communication Association, 
an association dedicated to providing a variety 
of quality academic programs and workshops, 
named Ratcliff Community College Educator of 
the Year. 

“I was really excited. I think that anytime 
you re recognized, it's always very humbling. 
But I think the best part of that whole process 
was the nomination process,’ Ratcliff said. 
“Reading letters of support from my colleagues 
and from students was really special; it really 
motivates me to just continue to look for ways to 
improve my own teaching and student learning.” 

Ratcliff’s experience has positively influenced 
the people around her. TJC Speech Department 
Chair Lara Smith had many great things to say 
about Ratcliff in Smith’s recommendation letter. 

“Dr, Ratcliff is one of the most engaging, 


2 


professional, dedicated and honorable 
professors that I have ever known,” Smith said. 
“She is a leader among her peers. She leads by 
example, provides direction and guidance when 
best, and is respected by all.” 

Ratcliff’s former colleagues and students 
have had positive experiences with her as 
well. Various online students have written her 
positive reviews and previous colleagues of hers 
have nothing short of praise for Ratcliff. 

Dr. Kent Wills, associate provost at UT Health, 
worked with Ratcliff during her years as an 
educator at UT Tyler. 

“After working with Amanda for several . 
years, I can say that she exhibits all the 
qualities of a highly effective faculty member,” 
Wills said. “She cares about the success of each 
student and works - make sure they have a 
quality experience.” . 

Ratcliff continues to educate with 
overwhelmingly positive experiences from __ 
both her colleagues and students. A career she 
wanted nothing to do with has now becomea _ 
success in her life. It may seem as though, "the | 





apple doesn’t fay ae hom a tree." 
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TJC Music, Academy of Dance roll out slew of holiday performances 


By Chris Crymes 
Entertainment Editor 


With the fall semester coming to a close, it’s time 
for finals, projects and studying. There’s more than 
all-nighters filled with coffee, energy drinks and 
pizza, though. Tyler Junior College’s performing 
arts departments have a litany of performances to 
free the mind from studious stress. 

“We're excited to say there are quite a few 
shows our students have been hard at work to 
bring the community,’ said Heather R. Mensch, 
music department chair. 

One of these shows will be a striking night of 
tones brought by the Apache Pan Ensemble and 
Percussion Ensemble. The percussion show will 
include marimbas and xylophones for a Joplin 
centered performance, while the Apache Pan 
Ensemble brings a different flavor with their 
"Margraritaville" based grooves at 7:30 p.m. 
Nov. 30 in the Jean Browne Theatre. 

Students will further showcase the skills they 
have honed throughout the semester in the 
all student recital at noon Dec. 3 in the Rogers 
Palmer Performing Arts Center Recital Hall. 

There is also holiday cheer coming from the 
music departments as well. TJC Music presents 
their annual Holiday Jazz Ensemble and 
Chamber Ensemble Concert at 7:30 p.m. Dec. 7 in 
the Rogers Palmer Performing Arts Center Wise 
Auditorium. All shows will be free admission to 
all TJC students with valid student ID. 

Posters scattered about the TJC campus invite 
students to "Ring in your holiday season with a 
delightful blend of our talented music students, 
including our trombone choir, tuba/euphonium 
ensemble and jazz ensembles." 

The TJC Academy of Dance also brings holiday 
elegance with the 33rd annual performance of 
“The Nutcracker,’ partnered with the East Texas 
Symphony Orchestra. 

“For 33 years we have loved performing 
this holiday tradition with East Texas. For our 





homecoming return to the brand new Rogers 
Palmer Performing Arts Center, we are lucky 

to have our favorite orchestra, The East Texas 
Symphony Orchestra playing live for every 
show! Bring your grandparents, your children, 
and enjoy a night out at the ballet,” according to 
the academy’s website. 

This performance marks the in-person 
return of the academy’s production of “The 
Nutcracker” and the first time to include the 
East Texas Symphony Orchestra since the 30th 
anniversary show in 2018. 

“This is certainly a special performance, after 
COVID and being away from the theatre for 
four years during the reconstruction, we are 
calling this our homecoming back to TJC,” said 
the Academy of Dance Director Carolyn Hanna. 
“Last year we performed an online 'Nutcracker' 
performance where each dance in Act II was 
filmed separately and pieced together digitally 
to create a cohesive version of the ballet. Itwas #4 
a great time to work toward some normalcy, but 77 4 
this time around feels significant to be ableto | 
do the full-length version again.” 

This year’s guest artists Nayara Lopes and 
Arian Molina Soca will portray The Sugar 
Plum Fairy and her cavalier, alongside the TJC 
Academy students. 

“We've kept each dance pretty small in terms 
of cast size, so that's helped keep everyone 
safe during COVID. There's really an air of 
enthusiasm and joy being back in the hallways 
with our younger and veteran dancers alike,” 
Hanna said. 

Showtimes are 7 p.m. on Dec. 3; 2 and 7 
p.m. on Dec. 4; and 2 and 6 p.m. on Dec. 5 in 
the Rogers Palmer Performing Arts Center. 
Tickets are on sale now at the Rogers Palmer 
Performing Arts Center box office. For more a 
information, contact Hanna at chan3 @tjc.edu or teow 
903-510-2483. 7 
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We have such a diverse audience for 
these shows and it truly illustrates 
how important the arts are for this 
community. This is our chance to 
share this amazing artform with a 
wide audience, and we absolutely 
enjoy every minute of it! 7 





- Academy of Dance Director and 
Department Chair, Carolyn Hanna 


TC Music Department welcomes students to an evening of holiday tones at 7:30 p.m. 


Dec. 7 at the Rogers Palmer Performing Arts Center. Photo by Chris Crymes 





Celebrating 20 years of adaptation perfection with 'The Fellowship of the Ring' 


By Chris Crymes 
Entertainment Editor 


ee What does it mean to adapt something for the screen? On the surface, you 
. might Say you want to adhere to the source material as closely as possible. 
ae Otherwise, what's the point? For decades, this mindset led filmmakers to 
fe. consider J.R.R. Tolkien's seminal fantasy classic, "The Lord of the Rings" to 
be unadaptable, until Peter Jackson a them wrong in 2001. 
In a pre-production interview with — ; 
_ the Director's Guild of America, 
Jackson said, "The books themselves 
are not structured to easily equate to 
a screenplay. Most of the first book 
is a gentle stretch of journey and 
masses of exposition. For the movies, 
we will have to make motivations a 
little tighter and more Ween We 
: focus on The Ring, Si 























The film adaptation of "Fellowship" perfectly transforms the 
tumultuously slow moving book into one of my favorite adventure films of 
all time. As opposed to the plodding, at times page-length paragraphs that 
describe the intricate world of Middle Earth, Jackson's film focuses on the 
wide-eyed wonder of the characters setting out on their journey,andan 
ever growing malevolent presence building in the background. This thinkes . 
the film feel both complete, while whetting the audience's oye ae an 
even get! adventure to come. 

Every aspect of this adaptation was next 
level. From 1997 to 2004, Jackson and his 
_ crew shot all three films back to ba 
$380 million. This dedication to the 
presented a Middle Earth i in pict r 
scale and realism. — 

But the true highlight of racked sfilmsis — 
the characters. A ae ae is Sean : 
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By Colton Hollis 
Multimedia journalist 
Photos by hes Glenn 


Ce Booty is the star ankterback here 

at TJC. Starting his career with four superb 
seasons at Allen High School, Booty decided to 
start his journey into college football here. He . 
has not disappointed, leading TJC to the Region 
XIV championship game and throwing for almost 
2700 yards and 24 touchdowns. 


Q: What do you think about the somewhat of 
a cult following you've gained based on your 
name and quality of play here at TJC? 

A: It's pretty cool. I’ve always had some people 
that were fans of my name in high school or 

now in college. It’s cool. I’m glad that they are 

at the game, cheering us on. They like to watch 
me play I think that’s really cool. Kinda neat, not 
something a lot of people have because my name 
is pretty unique. 


Q: What sort of offers have you received? 

A: I have Presbyterian, Arkansas Tech — those 
are the only ones | have right now from college. 
I] have a couple | got in high school that are still 
available like Nicholls State; those are the only 
ones | have right now. 


Q: What is the dream college and team for you? 
A: | had LSU as my favorite college growing up 
because I grew up in Louisiana and that is where 
my dad and uncle went. If I had to choose a 
favorite right now it would be Texas or Ole Miss: 
NFL, as far as that goes, I’m a huge Saints fan. 
Being from Louisiana, I loved watching Drew 
Brees as a kid. 


Q: Have you considered sponsorships and 
other brand building opportunities with the 
new Name, Image and Likeness rules? 

A: I've thought about it a little bit when the deal 
came out. The General would be cool, like Shaq. 
I’ve had a couple, not big deals, like people who 
either wanted me to send them a video for their 
football team or for their brands, gave me a small 
NIL deal. Maybe after JUCO there will be more 
people looking to give me opportunities, bigger 
stage and the spotlights. 


Q: How do you think your game has 
blossomed at TJC? Any significant 
improvements from your play at Allen? 

A: I definitely say there is.a good amount of 
growth. Allen, don't get me wrong, I threw the 
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by writing letters to the editor. All contributions 
will be edited for grammar, spelling, length (300 
words maximum), profanity and personal attacks. All 


ball a ton, but I feel at TJC I’ve gotten a lot more 
throws in and a lot more reps. | feel like those 
reps have been at a lot higher speed and a lot 
higher level of play. Just making decisions faster; 
my feet have become faster. I’m becoming more 


accurate just because I am throwing it more now. 


Everything has just become a lot a quicker, my 
decision-making everything like that, my timing 
is Better. We did the RPO, which is the ruin pass 
option. When I would hand off for the run it 
would go to the running back, but I got more 
reps running later on at Allen. 


Q: What play style do you think best fits 
your abilities? | 

A: I would say Run and Shoot or Pro. Run and 
Shoot being a shotgun backfield, spread offense. 
Air Raid type where we are throwing it offense. 
Something like what we do at TJC currently, we 
blend Air Raid and Run and Shoot. But I also like 
to go under center a lot, I’ve done that before 

in my past. I love being under center and going 
from that to Shotgun, playing in a kind of pro- 
style offense that keeps the defense off balance. 


Q: Speaking of Allen High School, did you play 
any other sports there? (If not, what other 
sport do you think you would be pulled to?) 
A: I was just football focused. My senior year I 
wanted to do some basketball but COVID hit, 


(Top) General Booty waits for the next offensive play. (From left to right) Booty hurls a pass. Booty 
and The Apaches gather before the game. Booty waits in the pocket for the perfect time to pass. 
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which moved the football season back and 
made it to where playoffs were happening when: 
basketball season started. I haven't played 
baseball since my eighth- -grade year, so making 
the jump from four years of not playing to now © 
wouldn't be very good. If I could go back outside 
of football, it would be baseball. 


Q: What eae or present pro do you think 
your game most models? 

A: That’s a tough one just because I think my — 
game is a little bit different than most of the pros 
before me. Obviously, they are pros and their 
game is at a much higher level, but I try to model 
my game after Joe Burrow. 


Q: Do you have any pregame rituals? 

A: | wouldn't say I have pregame rituals, I just try 
and keep everything the same on game day. I’m 

a little different from others, a lot of people like 
to blare their music real loud. I don’t really listen 
to music that much on gameday, but if I do it’s 
something very calm and soothing. 


Q: What is your go-to pregame meal? 

A: I switch it up a bit but I like pastas the night 
before, I do like chicken alfredo or shrimp 
alfredo. Carbs with some bread, spaghetti again. 
Pregame is honestly what they have for us in the 
caf so | don’t have much say in that. I’m not a big 
eater before the game. 


Q: Give us some songs on your pregame album. 
A: Pregame, | either go country music, and if I 

go country music pregame I go Garth Brooks or 
Hank Williams Jr. If it’s not country, I’ve done 
some Adele, Selena Gomez. George Strait is 
another. I listen to rap too, Youngboy and Jay-Z. 


Q: How do you like to spend your free time? 
A: Right row, we don’t have a ton of free fittié so 
usually I am doing schoolwork or relaxing in my 
room. I like to fish a lot, so I will go back home 
and fish. I have three uncles and six cousins that 
I am all very close with. I play video games too, 
haven't done it in a while but when the new Halo 
comes out I will probably be playing that. 


Q: Anything you would like to add? 

A: Just really appreciate everyone coming out 
to our games. I didn’t know what to expect first 
playing at Rose. That was an awesome game, 
then the homecoming week was really cool. I 
hadn't experienced that in college yet so I didn’t 
know how the week was gonna be or how the 
lead up to the game was gonna be. I appreciate 
everyone that came to that game and helped us 
put all the work into that game or preformed 
during that game. 
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